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1. A meeting of IDP Krels chairmen was held in Dresden on 24 May 1952. Minister
Arthur Schlesinger, State Chairmen for Saxony, presided. The principsl speech
was made by Deputy Chairman (fru) M8ller of Dresden, who discussed the topiles
"Demand for intensification of all-German activity, Strengthening of the DIR
and of its democratic accomplishments, Liberation from the danger of being
attacked by West (German mercensries". His address wasz followed by a lively
discussion.

2. Thust {fnu)ya young man from Osghatz, asserted that an appeal to arms always led
to disaster. Reminding the assenmblage that walle throughout Esast Germany
have painted on them the worde "We need no army", he said that srmament,
whether it be called remiliterization or netional army, 1s bound to end in war.
Whereas previcusly menbers .of the LDP were not accepted for service in the
"Volkepolizei", which is to become the nationel army, the Party is now required
to support a recruilting campeign; this, sald Thust, 1s contrary to the wishes
of the Party and of the general public, which bhas not forgotten the edvice

" to tear up induction notices. In this matter the people must declde, not the

government; Thust recommended & genersl strilke as & last resort, and insisted that
supporters of pacifism should be sble to present their case in the prees.

3. In spite of obJectlons by Schlesinger, Thust proposed s resolution containing
the following points:

a. The protection of the DDR i1s necessary; this 1s the function of the regular
. police. .
b. The "national army" is & departure from the ides of reconciliation.
¢. Armament will deepen the split hetween Eest &nd West Germany.
d. The government and the People's Chamber have no authority to decide
this questlon.
e, A referendum 1s demanded.
T. The leadership of the IDP should refrain, for the time being, from a
public expression of opinion.
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4, No vote on this resolutlon was allowed. dJohnanes Dieckmann, President of
the People's Chamber, accused Thust of being an agent of the West, and said
the same arguments were made by the Western press and RIAS. {A Beckler cried,
"you listen to RIAS!") Dieckmann added that the Americans want war, with
EBuropean infantry, asgsinst Russia; the choice is only between the policy of the
Soviet Union and that of Trumen and Churchill. Anyway, cannon do not have
to be fired, as witness Switzerland and Sweden. He said he favored a general
strike -- in the West.

5. Strawinsky {fnu), from Aue, said that Aue had held a referendum only two
weeks before, and had given a majority of 99.64 in favor of peace. Aue is
sgainst the establishment of & nationsl army. Strawinsky rejected the™
Msrxist doetrine of the Just and unjust war. Two other speakers complained
about the government's reversal of its former policy} Dieckmasnn called this
argument dangerously pedantic.

6. Thust asked whether there would be general conscription and what would
be done with the pacifists, and said the next step might be a demand for unifying
Germany by force of arms. Dieckmann replied: "We are all pacifists in the
broader meaning of the word. -We are fighters for peace; pax means peace.
Incidentally, the Soviet Union has never yet begun a war. In the second half
.of the tWwentieth century it is impossible for a state to meintain itself
for long against the will of the people.” This last statement was greeted with
enthusiastic applause.

7. The chairman prevented Thust from speaking again, saying, '"You have spoken
often endugh already.”
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